
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 1, 2005 Contact: Bill Hyland – 312-527-6833

New Leaf Theatre presents 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton

Opens: March 3, 2005, Closes: April 9, 2005

CHICAGO, IL, FEBRUARY 2005
New Leaf Theatre is proud to present As It Is In Heaven, Arlene Hutton's moving portrayal of upheaval
caused when the utopian existence of an 1830's Shaker community in Kentucky is threatened by the arrival 
of 'newcomers' claiming to see angels. As It Is In Heaven is directed by New Leaf 's Artistic Director, Brandon
Ray, and features an all-female cast of nine Chicago actors. This production opens Thursday, March 3rd 2005
through April 9th 2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL
60614 - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00pm with a preview performance on Wednesday, March 2nd
2005 at 8:00pm.

Ticket prices are $15.00 for general admission, $12.00 seniors and students. Special group rates are also 
available. All Thursday performances are $5.00 industry tickets with headshot, resume or business card and
preview admission is $5.00. Tickets can be reserved by telephone at 877-238-5596 or purchased online 
with SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org.

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton
A religious community is changed when a non-believer has an ecstatic experience. The 1830's Shaker society 
of Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, is set in ordered ways. Their once dramatic form of worship has by now developed
into routine. The arrival of Fanny upsets the harmony; the Sisters suspect her to be a "winter Shaker," one 
who suddenly converts when life gets too hard on the farm. Fanny sees angels in the meadow, and soon all 
the young women are receiving spiritual "gifts" of songs, drawings, ideas and giggles, completely upsetting the
community. The leaders question Fanny's intentions and honesty.

Is this a resurgence of the original Shaker celebration or something manufactured by Fanny so that she 
can remain with the Shakers? Eldress Hannah is jealous that she, the most devout of Shakers, has not 
been privileged to see the visions. But only the ones who question need visual proof. Whether they were 
heavenly or earthly, the angels were there.

PERFORMANCES
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton directed by Brandon Ray previews Wednesday, March 2nd at
8:00pm offering $5.00 admission and opens Thursday, March 3, 2005 and runs through Saturday, April 9,
2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL. Performances are
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00pm. Tickets are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 for senior 
citizens and students with ID. Special group rates are available. Reservations can be made in advance at 
877-238-5596 or purchased online through SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org. Visit newleaftheatre.org for 
more information.

MISSION
New Leaf Theatre creates intimate, animate theatrical experiences which renew both artist and audience.
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Picasso at the Lapin Agile by Steve Martin
Directed by Brandon Bruce
REVIEWS

Chicago Reader, October 2002
Picasso at the Lapin Agile by Steve Martin

The space looks more like a Jacobean antechamber than a fin de siecle cabaret, but Brandon
Bruce s revival fully captures the anarchic spirit of Steve Martin's wild and crazy historical fan-
tasy. It may be contrived and cute, but this quirky 80-minute romp is also inebriated with ideas
and manifestos. The 20th century looms like a blank check, and the Lapin Agile bistroteems
with artists and intellectuals. Martin brings together the soon-to-be-famous - Einstein, discov-
ering the underpinnings of theoretical physics, and Picasso, womanizing up a storm as he pre-
pares to abandon the color blue - with a crackpot inventor, knowing codger, sensible barkeep,
artist s mistress, savvy art dealer, and clinging countess.

The play's one false note is a silly coda in which a time-traveling celebrity shows Picasso a
vision of "Les demoiselles d'Avignon", as if genius needed a jumpstart. Fortunately Bruce refus-
es to dignify Martin s revisionism, treating the scene with humor. Christopher Prentice's manic
Picasso is possessed by images soon to be executed, Scott Markwell's Einstein is the ultimate
nerd who changed the world, and Merrie Greenfield deftly delivers a rich speech in which she
accuses artists of seeing all women as interchangable inspirations. Since every character, an
embryonic stand-up comic, a dose of reality would be fatal, spoiling the playfulness. 
New Leaf's staging - its inaugural show - is just what the jester ordered.

- Lawrence Bommer

 


